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Barn Raising and Challenge Grant

We are delighted to report that a date has now 
been set for the raising of the Widow Leavitt 
Barn.  June 2, 2007 is the magic date; the rain 
date will be June 9.  Chet Riley and Dave 
DeGagne have been planning the steps neces-
sary to have the frame completed by late May 
and with a little cooperation from the weather 
we should have smooth sailing for the final 
repair efforts.  It will be the culmination of a 
three-year labor for the Society and something 
we can all be proud of in the years to come.  Visi-
tors will be welcome to observe the work on that 
day; volunteers for food and site safety are need-
ed. Please call if you would like to assist.

The other great news is that a generous member 
of the community, who wishes to remain anony-
mous, has issued a challenge grant to the Soci-
ety.  We need $16,000 more to fully complete 
the barn project and the donor has offered a 1 
to 1 match of contributions up to $8,000.  We 
raise $8,000 and the donor will match with 
$8,000 and presto the fund-raising is complete.  
The challenge is in effect until July 1, 2007 and 
we have already received $1,000 of monies 
toward the grant.  It will be wonderful to have 
the fund-raising completed by the time the barn 
raising is completed.  Please consider making a 
new or additional donation to the barn fund this 
spring.  A draft of the plaque that will be placed 
in the barn to thank donors is included else-
where in this newsletter, please review it for 
accuracy.

New Hampshire Then and Now

Award winning photographer, author and histori-
an, Peter Randall, will be the speaker on March 
6 at the Lane Memorial Library. The program 
includes slides from his latest book   New Hamp-
shire Then and Now, Historical and Contempo-
rary Photographs of the Granite State from 1840-
2005. Selecting historical photos from a variety 
of sources, Peter located and photographed the 
same site as it looks today because he “wanted 
to show how the state has changed over time 
and give people a sense of historical context.”

Randall, a Hampton native, has authored 13 oth-
er books on photography, local history and trav-
el, including Hampton, A Century of Town and 
Beach 1888-1998. For more information on the 
author and to see some of his galleries visit  
www.petererandall.com 

The program starts at 6:30pm and refreshments 
will be served. For additional information call Bet-
ty Moore 926-2543. Snow date March 13.

Historic House Marker

The Hampton Heritage Commission is pleased to 
announce that they are accepting applications 
for HISTORIC HOUSE MARKER. This is a great 
way to acknowledge the role that your home has 
played in the heritage of Hampton. Approved by 
the Heritage Commission, these markers are 
based on an original design first used in celebra-
tion of Hampton's Tercentennial in 1938.  Mea-
suring 12x16 with hand painted black letters and 
a green pine tree logo; these plaques are avail-
able for display on any home 50 years or older. 
Applications may be picked up at the Town Hall, 
Public Library, and Tuck Museum or online at 
www.hamptonnh.gov.  $62.00 includes shipping 
and handling. A unique gift for your favorite his-
tory buff!

MISSION

The mission of this organization shall be to pro-
mote and honor the history and heritage of the 
town of Hampton, New Hampshire and its 
founders and inhabitants; and to preserve such 
history for future generations.
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Director's Report

We tend to think of winter as a time for slowing 
down, but it hasn't happened at the Tuck Muse-
um! 

The upstairs bathroom was gutted and turned 
into manuscript storage. Walls were painted, a 
new floor was laid and metal storage shelves 
were installed. The room is already becoming 
filled as we bring things in from other parts of 
the museum. We have all the Monday Club 
records (celebrating its 100th birthday this 
year), which include annual scrapbooks, finan-
cial and secretarial material. The Garden Club 
has made us the repository of their records dat-
ing back to 1924. We also have bound Hampton 
Union newspapers from the 1920-1960, along 
with photo albums, scrapbooks, Chamber of 
Commerce albums, and boxes of family papers 
and records. We can now store all of these kinds 
of items in one location. Percy Annis, Ben Moore 
and Chuck Weinhold are to be thanked for the 
wonderful transformation.

At the same time the office/kitchen area was gut-
ted. While the electrical work was being done a 
new master panel was installed. Chet Riley, 
Dave DeGagne, Percy Annis, and Ben Moore 
worked on the first phase. Dann Shaw, Ken Lob-
dell, Percy Annis and Ben Moore have been work-
ing on the drywall phase. The cabinets have 
been ordered, counter top and fixtures selected 
and we hope to have everything ready to go by 
spring.

 Bill Keating researched our computer catalogu-
ing system and wrote a detailed instruction man-
ual tailored just for us. It is so professional and 
comprehensive that training volunteers will be 
much easier.

Rich Hureau keeps making changes and addi-
tions to the web site. He has a page where you 
can check in to see what's new. WHS students 
have been coming in for assistance with their 
Senior Seminar projects. Their projects have 
been varied and it is great to see so many inter-
ested and engaged in local history.

The first part of the photo identification project 
we started last March is wrapping up. During the 
course of the past year Russ Merrill, Eleanor 
Young, Beverly and Neil Pracop, Priscilla Triggs 
Weeks, Catherine Fletcher and myself have sort

ed through thousands of photographs from the 
Hampton Union 1950-60s and Atlantic New 
1980s-90s. We have identified those that we 
could, organized them, then sent photos to oth-
er historical societies and towns. This year we 
will work on better identification of individuals in 
those photos. If you lived in Hampton in the 
1950-60s and have a good memory, we can use 
your help. 

The barn group has been making plans for the 
barn raising on June 2. Soon our focus will be on 
outside activities with the barn and tourist cabin. 
We hope you will stop by to see the changes.

 

Dann Shaw, Ken Lobdell, and Ben Moore work on the 
new kitchen

Board of Trustees

President Sammi Moe
Vice Pres  Catherine Fletcher
Secretary     Catherine Redden
Treasurer Bob Dennett

Trustees Elizabeth Aykroyd
Percy Annis
Bud DesRochers
Rick Griffin
Marilyn Green
Rich Hureau
Dyana Martin
Tom McGuirk
Linda Metcalf
Ben Moore
Liz Premo
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From the President

Hi All!  I hope you are all enjoying your winter.  
The volunteers at Tuck Museum have not let the 
winter cold and weather slow things down. And 
as we come into spring projects are winding up 
and plans are being made for others to begin.

The old bathroom upstairs is now the 
manuscript room, the kitchen project is well on 
it's way to being finished, and Bill Keating has 
assisted Betty in getting the collections' catalogu-
ing system organized.  We are looking forward 
to the barn raising in early June, and preparing 
to get to work on the interior of the beach cot-
tage.  All this and our regular museum hours 
and programs too!  Spring is the perfect time to 
get involved.  Give us a call.  We would love to 
have your help for an hour, a day, or on a regu-
lar basis. There are many areas to choose from 
and it's a fun way to support the Society. And by 
the way, we still need a volunteer coordinator.  
This is something you can do from the comfort 
of home.  Give Betty Moore or myself a call for 
more information.

I promised that this would be a short message 
from me, so please read the articles regarding 
the HHS happenings.  Happy spring!  Hope to 
see you soon!
Sammi Moe (929-0881)
Tuck Museum (929-0781)

Highlights from the Collection

Much of our newsletter is dedicated to reporting 
current activities of the society and upcoming 
events. But we want to tell more about the col-
lection that we are preserving and share the 
excitement those of us that work closely with 
the objects feel. A feature “Highlights from the 
Collection” will inform members about new acqui-
sitions and  interesting items that are in the 
museum-so you can see what your membership 
supports.

This newsletter covers the Toppan Papers, a col-
lection of over 230 documents that came to us 
in July. They were given by Michael Toppan of 
Hampton Falls, who recognized the importance 
of the papers to the town of Hampton. These 
documents are in excellent condition as they had 
been stored in the postmaster's desk belonging 

to Edmund Toppan for over 100 years! 

What makes working with these documents inter-
esting is that the family names of Edmund and 
Christopher were used for Toppan males for 
many generations. So when reading a document 
we have to be very careful to know who it is 
referring to. This article introduces the family 
members and how they influenced the communi-
ty, as they were involved in commerce, law, 
medicine and politics and husbandry.

Dr. Edmund Toppan was a physician and Har-
vard graduate. His son, Christopher,   (referred 
to as Col. Christopher in town records) lived on 
the homestead. Col. Christopher had shipping 
interests and ran a store from his home during 
the Revolution. He had one son, Edmund, who 
also attended Harvard.  Edmund became a 
lawyer, was a state representative for fourteen 
years, postmaster for about twelve years along 
with holding various public offices. He had two 
sons Christopher S. and Edmund W. 
 
Christopher S. became a wealthy merchant in 
Portsmouth (in fact, the first mayor), owning por-
tions of five ships, along with his large landhold-
ings in Hampton. He was married with no chil-
dren. His brother, Edmund W., lived on the fami-
ly homestead and he had a son, Christopher G.

The old Toppan House (now the site of the Hamp-
ton Cinemas) played an important part in the 
town's history, first as one of the early garrison 
houses in Hampton, and then for the unusual 
fence that surrounded it in the 1800s. Mary Top-
pan wrote a history of the house that was includ-
ed in the collection.

The documents date from the early 1700s to the 
mid 1850s and cover all types of town matters, 
including a 1732 town inventory, wills and war-
rants, postal records, correspondence regarding 
the rift between the churches, and material on 
the toll road across the marsh. There are also a 
number of legal papers relating to the town mat-
ters from Edmund's legal practice.

Elizabeth Aykroyd has agreed to write about the 
Toppan Papers in more detail to show how these 
documents provide an important view into the 
operation of Hampton during these years. Many 
thanks to Michael for considering us as the care-
taker of this important collection.
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Annual Operating Fund 

Donations
The Society and Museum could not 
function without the continued sup-
port of membership dues and dona-
tions and the efforts of our many 
volunteers. We appreciate the dona-
tions received from the following 
members towards this years operat-
ing budget.  
Percy  P. Annis, Jr.
Clara Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas S.  Aykroyd
Carole Creek Bailey
Dorothy Bowen
Elinor B. Brown
H. Alfred Casassa
Mr. Hugh J. Cassidy
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Caylor
J. Kenneth Cozier Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David DeGagne
Mrs. Margaret D. Dennett
Jean DeZarn
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Dustin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Falzone
Mr. & Mrs. Robert  B. Field, Jr.
Roy & Carolyn Fluke
Rick Griffin
Mr. Richard Hureau
Betty Jubb
Edward & Dorothy Luck
John K. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. McDermott
Patricia McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McVicar
Mrs. Ann T. Melkonian
Mr. & Mrs.  Richard P. Millette
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Moe
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Moore
Peg & Mick Moughan
B J “Doc” Noel
Karle S. Packard
Mr. Allen G. Palmer
Mr. Donald R. Palmer
Elizabeth  E. Powell
Jean Power
Liz Premo
George & Patricia Rodan
Geraldine Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy J. Sawyer
Nancy Shinners
Mr. Glendon E. Simmons
Lucinda T. Spaney
Mr. & Mrs. Roger R. Sylvester
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Taylor
Arnet & Anne Taylor
Mrs. Jean Blake Timmons
Mrs. Katherine Tinios
Donald & Patricia Trefethen
Scott & Amy Vandersall
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wallace
Art & Mickey Wardle

Barn Donor Plaque
As we approach the completion of the Barn, it's time to plan for the plaque 
that will celebrate the contributions to the barn raising fund.  A draft of the 
plaque is presented below, please review it and contact us if you see any 
errors or omissions.  We will order the final plaque shortly after July 1, 2007 
for placement on the barn later this year.

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas S. Aykroyd
George & Jane Burgon
H. Alfred & Clarice M. Casassa
Fisher Scientific
Catherine H. Fletcher
Daniel J. Furden
John J. Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Marshall
Russell A., Dean B. & Geoffrey R. 
Merrill

Ben Moore
Betty Moore
Chet & Diane Riley
Rotary Club of Hampton
Mr. & Mrs. Jackson G. Simpson
Lucinda T. Spaney
Arnet & Anne Taylor
Tobey & Merrill Insurance
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wallace

Benefactor, $1000 and over

Sponsor, $500 to $999

The Julia Bachelder Family
Robert Dennett
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Jacobson
Betty Jubb
Edward & Dorothy Luck

Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. McDermott
Patricia McKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Ansell W. Palmer
SIAA
William & Vivian Treat

Supporter, $250 to $499

Barbara R. Blinn
Ronald Bourgeault
Alfred H. Carlson
Mr. Hugh J. Cassidy
Stanley A. Hamel
Kimball Auto Body
Don & Betty Anne Lavallee
National Association of Leavitt Fami-
lies, Inc.
Mackensen & Company Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McVicar

Mr. & Mrs.  Richard P. Millette
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Moe
Ocean Wok Restaurant
Mr. Donald R. Palmer
Catherine M. Redden
Seabrook Station
Mrs. Katherine Tinios
Barbara Toppan
Micheal P. Toppan

Donor, $100 to $249

Pat Bancewicz
Mr. Perry L. Bent
Mr. Robert W. Blake
Tom & Ginny Bridge
Mr. Robert Bridle
Carey & Giampa Realtors
Mr. Owen Carter
H. Alfred Casassa
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Caylor
Citizens Bank
Clair Acura North
Suzanne Cloutier
Mrs. Nancy Coes
Mr. & Mrs. David DeGagne
Richard S. Dennison
Jean DeZarn

Dion Construction, Inc.
Susan Downs
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Dustin
June B. Eaton
Janet Edwards
Ingrid Faust
Mr. & Mrs. Robert  B. Field, Jr.
Roy & Carolyn Fluke
Galley Hatch Restaurant
Mr. Jim Griswold
Hampton Eyecare Associates
Hampton Police Association, Inc.
Bruce Inglis
M. Jester & B. Marzinzik
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Keating

(cont. on p.5)
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Mr. Jack Kennedy
Lamie's Inn ,Old Salt Restaurant
Landwright, LLC
Glenn Lane
Diane Lupo
Mrs. Marcia H. MacIntosh
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Manley
Debbie & Larry Marsolais
Ms. Joey Marston
Brooks Marston
John K. Martin
Mr. Russell A. Merrill
Jason Moore
Gregory F. Moore
John & Pat Morgenstern
Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Morton

Ms. Beverly P. Mutrie
Chuck & Pat Navin
B J “Doc” Noel
Ocean National Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey B. Palmer
Mr. Allen G. Palmer
Penny & James Parsons
Bruce & Ann Pierson
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Pratt
Preston Real Estate
Peter E. Randall
Remick & Gendron Funeral Home
Sara K. Rhoades
Russell Associates
Fred J. Schaake
Grant & Beth Seaverns
Bill Shea

Ms. Helen Smith
Mr. Richard A. Stebbins
Gerald D. Sterritt
Katherine Driscoll Street
Donald & Patricia Trefethen
John & Jennifer Troiano
Troop 177 BSA
US GAS
Len & Carol Walker
Edith Webber
Robert 'Bobby' Webber
Weidema & Lavin CPAs
William C. & Nenita B. Winkley
Eleanor P. Young

(Donor cont.) 

2006 Gifts to the Collection

• Diary 1916 – author unknown, inkbottle from Hampton Academy – Percy Annis
• Dalton Family genealogical information – Millicent Craig
• Collection of antique Christmas cards, greeting cards by Bernice Palmer, Hampton Beach souvenir plate 

c.1960s – Priscilla Triggs Weeks
• Patch from the Hampton Beach Music Festival 1948 – Bette Bridle
• Card to Alfretta Noyes Godfrey – Richard Dennison
• Menu from the Colonial Restaurant – Janice Rioux
• Atlantic News 2005 –2 CDs – Connelly Communications
• Booklet “Historic Homes of Hampton Falls” – Beverly Mutrie
• Scrapbook “Riots at Hampton Beach” – Howard Stickney
• Framed picture of the board of directors of Hampton Co-Op Bank – Don Palmer
• Bill of sale for sloop Mayflower 1715 – Priscilla Leavitt
• Collection of Odd Fellow’s building fire, Desrochers papers – Horace Desrochers, Jr.
• Monday Club Scrapbooks 1994-1997, minutes 1985-2001- Monday Club
• Post cards, class picture and class of 1930 related materials- Gordon Janvrin
• Fire department photos, “Records of Fires” 1925-1947, negatives from HFD (29 types of items)-given in memo-

ry of Howard Stickney
• Hampton Garden Club records 2000-2002 – Hampton Garden Club
• Snapshots (4) of Hampton Tercentenary Celebration – Barbara Toppan
• Maps of Hampton (3), HAHS basketball uniform, HAHS letter sweater and sports letter, 6 play and concert pro-

grams, 4 carousels of slides Hampton/Hampton Beach, 2 scythes, HH&A St. RR shovel - John Holman
• Toppan Papers (230 items - town records, family records) - Michael Toppan
• Seafood Festival sweatshirt – Betty Moore
• Research “Genealogy of Harry Chase Shaw 1636-1948”- Joan M. Shaw Jeffery
• Research “Rockingham Junction and the Chelsea Jog” – Larry O’Brien
• Items from the Leavitt House barn – Ann & Arnet Taylor
• Oil painting by Arthur Johnson “Wallis Sands” – Seavie Rideout
• Book “A Guide to Medieval Tithe Barns – James Griswold
• Program book Ocean Side Grange No. 260 – Dennis Blain
• Goody Cole plaque on black marble – Syphers Monument Co.
• Matchbook from Town and Country Hotel – Katie Ells
• Book “Clothing and Textile Collections in the United States” Catherine Redden
• Boring machine – Donald Howe Brown
• Stereo view of Boar’s Head Hotel, postcard Kelly’s Motel – museum purchase
• Framed pictures of Past Masters of Oceanside Grange 1897-1988 – Oceanside Grange
• 2 pitchers, candleholder, vase, items for tourist cabin c.1950s– Estate of Beatrice Barnard
• Booklet “Documentation of the Ring Swamp Cemetery Hampton, NH”- Troop 177
• Booklet  “Researching Your Historic Home” - Elizabeth Colburn
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UPCOMING EVENTS BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

We thank the following business members 
for their support of the Society:

234 Lafayette Road Realty LLC
Casassa & Ryan
Dion Construction, Inc.
Hampton Eyecare Associates
Kimball Auto Body
Lamie's Inn & The Old Salt Restaurant
Mackensen & Company Inc.
Landwright, LLC
Preston Real Estate
Remick & Gendron Funeral Home-Crematory
Seacoast Florist Inc.
Tobey & Merrill Insurance
Unitil Corp.
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GATHERINGS FROM THE GREEN
HAMPTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1601
HAMPTON, NH 03843-1601

March 6 -  New Hampshire Then and Now
Peter Randall Speaker -  Lane Library 6:30pm
(Snow date March 13)

April -May  Date TBD
Grand Opening of new Kitchen/Office Area

June 2 - Barn Raising 
Grounds of Tuck Museum
(Rain date June 9)

September 1 - Annual Pig Roast Fundraiser
Noon-3PM

September 16 - Highlights from the Tuck Museum
Clothing Collection - Ann Carnaby 2PM
Tuck Museum

October 12 Annual Meeting - Place TBD


